
GOOD NEWS CLUB AGENDA 
 

LIFE OF CHRIST #1 – “God’s Greatest Promise” 
  
WEEK OF:  
 
MAIN TRUTH:  You should do whatever God asks you to do. 
 
TO DO AS THE CHILDREN ARRIVE: 
 1. Introduce yourself and make the children feel welcome. 
 2. Take attendance.  Be sure to fill in each area of the attendance record. 
 
PRE-SESSION ACTIVITY:   
 1. OLDER CHILD:  “Obedience . . . the Key to Trust” 
 2. YOUNGER CHILD:  Life of Christ #1 Activity Sheet 
 
WELCOME AND OPENING EXPLANATIONS:  (6 minutes) 
 1. Welcome the children. 
 2. Show and explain Attendance Certificate and Memory Verse Chart. 
 3. Explain other general information regarding club. 
 
RULES CHART:  (6 minutes) 
 
SONG:  (2 minutes) 
 
  ______________________________________                                                                                      
 
PRAYER:  (2 minutes)  

1. Prayer song:  _____________________________ 
2. You pray, thanking God for His Son, Jesus, the Bible, Good News Club, etc.   

 
MEMORY VERSE:  (8 minutes) 

Matthew 1:21 – “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus:  for He shall save 
His people from their sins.” 
(The underlined portion of the verse indicates what the younger children should memorize.  See 
“Involvement Helps for Younger Children” for helps in teaching the verse to the younger children.) 
 
“Hide-a-Word” – After reading the verse from your Bible, explaining what it means, and repeating it at least 
two times, you may begin this activity.  Use Post-itTM notes (or pieces of paper the size of a word in the verse) 
to cover a word in the verse.  Children say the verse together each time as you cover a different word.  

 
HYMN FOR LIFE OF CHRIST #1 – #6:  (2 minutes) 
 
  ______________________________________                                                                                                                                                                       
 
BIBLE LESSON:  (20 minutes) 
 LIFE OF CHRIST #1 – “God’s Greatest Promise” 

(See “Involvement Helps for Younger Children” for ways to involve the children in the Bible lesson.) 
 
COUNSEL TIME:   

(If you have a helper, hostess, or Teacher Junior Grade, let them do the review time while you counsel those 
who responded to the invitation.  Otherwise, at the end of club, be sure to remind the children who responded 
to the invitation to stay after club for a few minutes.)  



REVIEW TIME:  (7 minutes)  
Use the activity below or the Bible Learning Game from “Involvement Helps for Younger Children.” 

 
“Autumn Leaves” – Print the attached pattern on cardstock. Cut them out and back them for the 
flannelboard. Print 500, 1,000, 1,500 or 2,000 on the back. When you play this game, divide the class into two 
teams.  Place the leaves on the flannelboard in any order. If a team member correctly answers a review 
question, he/she may pick any leaf from the board.  The team earns the number of points on the back of the 
leaf.  When the leaves are all gone, the team with the most points wins the game. – Adapted.  
 

 Review questions for LIFE OF CHRIST #1: 
   

1. Who did God send with an important message for Mary? (An angel, Gabriel) 

2. What important job did God have for Mary to do? (Be the mother of His Son) 

3. Who was the Father of Mary’s Baby? (God) 

4. Why would it be a miracle for Mary’s cousin Elisabeth to have a baby? (She was too old) 

5. When Mary visited Elisabeth, what happened inside of Elisabeth? (Her baby moved) 

6. What was the name of the man Mary was going to marry? (Joseph) 

7. How did Joseph come to find out about Mary’s Baby? (An angel told him in a dream) 

8. What was the Baby to be named and why? (Jesus. Jesus means Saviour. He will save people from their 
sins.) 

9. What did Jesus do so we can be forgiven of our sins? (He died on the cross and came alive again) 

10. How do we learn about God and Jesus today? (From the Bible, God’s Word) 

 
SONG:  (2 minutes) 
 
  ______________________________________                                                                                                                                                                       
 
QUIET TIME NOTEBOOK:  (5 minutes) 

Hand out Take Time to Review/Quiet Time. Life of Christ #1 and Quiet Time Guide.  Using Quiet Time 
Guide, explain how to have a Quiet Time.  Ask the children to complete the booklet before the next club. 
Remind them that they need to show you their Take Time to Review/Q.T. Notebook next week. 

 
*COUNSEL TIME:  (*Only if you did not counsel with the children earlier.) 
 
SEND HOME WITH THE CHILD: 
 1. Pre-session papers for older and younger child  
 2. Memory verse token 
  3. Quiet Time Guide 
 4. Take Time to Review/Quiet Time, Life of Christ #1 
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PRE-SESSION, Older Child – LIFE OF CHRIST #1

Obedience . . . the Key to Trust

By Beatrice McLaughlin, Copyright © 1993 Shining Star Publications.

Name __________________________



PRE-SESSION, Younger Child – LIFE OF CHRIST #1

“. . . Call His name Jesus . . . He shall save His people from their sins.”
Matthew 1:21

Copyright © 1999 Communication Resources, Inc.

Name __________________________
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Life of Christ #1 

GOD’S GREATEST PROMISE 
Matthew 1:21 

“And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus: 
for He shall save His people from their sins.” 

 

 
Introduction:  
Names are very important. Many parents name their baby for someone in the family or 
because a name has a special meaning. When God sent His Son to be born on the Earth, 
He chose a very special name for Him – a name that had a special meaning about what 
He would do on the earth. Listen for that special name in our memory verse today. 
 
Presentation: 
Read the verse together from the visual. Then read the verse from the Bible. 
 
Explanation: 
Matthew 1:21 – This is the address of the verse. It’s where it’s found in the Bible. 
 
“And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus” – An angel 
gave a man named Joseph a message from God. God wanted Joseph to know that the 
lady he was going to marry was going to have a Son. They were to name Him Jesus. The 
name “Jesus” means “Saviour.” 
 
“for He shall save His people from their sins.” – The reason Jesus came to Earth was 
to save people from sin, the wrong things people do. When Jesus grew up, He died on 
the cross, taking the punishment for your sin and mine. 
 
Repetition: 
Hide-A-Word 
 
Use Post-It notes to cover key words in the verse. Children say the verse together each 
time as you cover different words.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF EASTERN PA, INC. ♦ P.O. BOX 4375. ♦ HARRISBURG, PA 17111-0375 



HELPS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN 
Life of Christ #1 

Memory Verse  

For younger children, teach only the underlined portion of the verse. 

Matthew 1:21 – “And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall 
save His people from their sins.” 
 

Bible Lesson Involvement Helps 

Flashcard 1-1: 

Have children shrug shoulders and ask a neighbor, “What kind of a greeting is that?” 

Have children sign “Jesus” (middle finger of opposite hand to palm of the other, repeat for other 
hand) while saying His name reverently 

Have children repeat Mary’s words, “I am the servant of the Lord.” 

Flashcard 1-2: 

Say, “Let’s travel to Elisabeth’s too. Pack a small overnight bag . . . and a lunch. We all have our 
shoes. Without running, hurry in place. We’re there! What did Mary call out? ‘Hello, Elisabeth!’” 
Have the children pack their bag and their lunch as you say it. Happily wave your hand as you 
greet Elisabeth. 

Flashcard 1-3: 

If you know the song (and have the time), have the class stand and sing the first verse of “My 
God Is So Great.” When finished say, “Mary didn’t sing that song, but she certainly believed those 
words.” 

Have children repeat the memory verse with you. 

Have children pack their bag and a lunch. Wave goodbye to Elisabeth, saying, “Goodbye!” Walk 
in place to Mary’s house. 

Flashcard 1-4: 

Have children reverently repeat the name “Jesus” while signing His name. Ask, “Who else was 
told to name their Baby Jesus?” (Mary.) “What will Jesus do?” (Save His people from their sins.) 

 

Bible Learning Game (Adapted from Duck, Duck, Goose)  By Linda D. Ruth 

Have children sit in a circle. Choose someone to be “It.” “It” walks around the circle, touching each 
person on the shoulder and saying, “Mary.” At some point, instead of saying, “Mary,” he says 
“Joseph.” “It” then begins to run, trying to get around the circle to “Joseph’s” place before “Joseph” 
tags him. At the end of each turn say, “Mary and Joseph were both willing to do what God asked 
them to do. Are you willing to do whatever God asks you to do?” Whether or not “It” gets around 
without being tagged, “Joseph” becomes the new “It.” The original “It” sits in “Joseph’s” place in 
the circle. 
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